Al

. gl Fire

e Pagn o

Fiewigeryl. ‘saityn Fier, ilerden (YE Serlieedle Sieg L FR

G-.)

i S B B B

/\NI)IIIT l

IE L DL ™ 5=

L 0™

‘-)

™ oA | B

ot 1.1 millicn

tourists make pilgrim-
ages each year 1o the
Sandhills region of
tarth Caralina. Many are coming
i Persehiirst, mostly for thie world-
class goli courses there and in
nelghboring Southermn Pines and
Aberdeen. But while goll gets them
tor the Sandhills, the :egum soith-

“ L] N

exst of the Piedmont and west
of the Coastal Plains, it is the
exceptional service industries,
educational instiutions and ex-
cellent health care presented in a
picturesque selting that offen gets
wisitors fo stay,

Mooare County, home to Fine-
hurst, Southern Pines and Albwer-
deen, continues to be a leaeding

BABE RUTH
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Incation tor towsm. For the 2002.
03 tiscal year, it atiracted 5279.9
million in tourism revenue and
was ranked ninth in the state. Over
thi past 10 years, revienue has
increassd 87 %, The industry s the
hackbone of the Sandhille econo-
my and provides more than 5,000
jobs and 524.6 million in state and
!Uf=1| B FivERue,
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SPECTAL ADWERTISING SECTION
KEGIONAL FOCL'S

Caleh Miles rqu"\-nfl'lll e LEC)
ol the Pimehurst, Southern Pines

amd Aberdeen Comeention and ”-"-Ih.l” "I: \”. wds SO h‘“‘ e '.J"'ll"I”.l ds thl.:.

Visitors Bureau, will be the firsd 1o

say that tourism ouches s ; . 1 S o p .
e o v poveryone . host of the 1999 U.S. Open that the
attribiutes, There are no mouniains : : - 2

or ocean lo aitract visitors. It is the tournament 1s returning in 2005, a
unigue blend of topography — o .
sandly soal, rolling hills, mild cli-

mate — and the rich golf-resor nearly unheard-of turnaround.
heritage combined with our quaint t
villages and towns. Not to mention  Last winter, the partners placed Women's Open comes back 1o Pine
that goli was ranked the best quali-  cooperative marketing advertise- MNeedles in Southern Pines. Those
ty of any LL5. destination in 2002 mems in Golf Digest and Goaldf events benefit not only the Sand-
by Goll Digest.” Magaaine. [1was a first, and the hills but the entine state

Mibes admits there will always be  group plans other inftiatives for the Pinehurst was 50 successiul as
work fo oo to ersure sustainable near fuline the host of the 1999 LS. Open that
growth. Programs such as Partners in But no one will have to pay the: tournament is returning in
Progress combine efforts of the tor the publicity the region will 2005, a nearly unheard-of guick
Moore County Chamiber of Com- get in 2005 when the ULS. Open Iwrnaround, Abouwt 40,000 |R11.F]E|_|
merce and the CVB with those of Championship men's golf touma- will attend the event daily, penerat-
economic developers to market a ment returns 1o Pinehurst No. 2 in ing %100 million in revenue. But
strong brand for the entire Sandhills.  Pinehurst and in 2007 when the there is more to the golf experience
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in the Sandhills than Pinelrs
M

sich as Talamore alen have a fol-

? and Pine Necdles. Coursis
|:|'.~.|:|:_' W ane ol a commencial
diestination. but we thrive on oep
ing the heritage of the great game
nl| .'I-l|' alive, Mo other area wil

@ sou e fes '||!|:.'_III Hishory

and heritage like we do here,”

says John MoDougald, Talamone's
chirecior of polt,

Whether from goll or mone tra
ditional business and industry, Com
MmeTee i5 e HATHNE IR the Sanclhinlls
It shonws up in a number of ways
savs William A, Martin, president ol
Cumberand County Business
Council, “The unemployment rabe
im th coumby wias 5.2%: last
Movembon, a full percentage point
bslenae Thie wiaile averape.” Muc koo
I||r_- :.;11:'..1.1'1 119 -:|,_||' L b fiii |||r_|;'.-
based companies, Advanoed
Internet Technologies, which hosts

Web sites: Schoollink, an Internet
P IOE ] sOvaEre O ATy Al
L |:|:_mi.:' W ireliss Cusinmer-sey-
vice center have led the wany, Twio
key ingredients sousht by new and

expanding business — real estate

ained work force can bhe

and a f
found in Cumberland. A high v
ume ol skilled labor comes from
Fort Bragg army base and Poope A
torce Hase, both near Favettoville,

Almost 8,000 people exit the mil
tary each year, and they are highly
'\-LI”:,‘.I |*-||_;I||l. il .:|I1-1| aril |':.ql.|' A
ITETVRETCROLS VWOork efnec.”

In addition, the county is proud

o its educational instiiutions. Fay-
etteville State Liniversily, Favetios
ville Technical Community College
and Methodist College contribufe
significantly to the quality of life.
Fayetteville Tech's culinany program
and Methodist’s pesor-management
l““l H-_pl'.-|||;|||.||_3|,-r-.1|,-|1r I’r':"rfllrrr“"

As one of the largest independent,

tamilyv-owned newspapers in the South,

we don't just cover the community.

We're part of it.

The Layetteville Ob:
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fayettevillenc.com
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enatrle students to share their 1al

ents Incally and around the worled

Education will play a key role
im Cumbreriand County growth
and in attracting industry. Favelte
wille Tech, the stale’s third |-||._'h-e-~.l
COTILTITY i u|!-'11|'_ s ihpmgrel-
|-|:||'r:| i program (o frin high
schonl students for canters in
hiotech, After graduation, students
will attend FTOC for baso v
fo gol an associale’s |E!-5_;.'-|-|' Al
r||r|'||'-|1-||' theeir final bweor vears at
Faviettewillis State o eam their bach-
elor's, The program is scheduled o
|:4':_;|'1 this fall

Mamy counties faced dramatic
declines in touresm in the last several
yiears, but Cumberand posted a
9.9% gain in 2002-2003, according
b thie state Division of Tourism,
Film and Sports Development, and
= ranked in the top 10 for overall

BOONomie IMgiact iwem iray el and




SPECIAL
ADVERTISING SECTION

tourism. Year-end 2002 tourism rev-
enue opped out at $270.4 million.
Plans for economic growth in
Cumberland County include explor-
ing the creation of a sports-market-
ing council and developing a cultur-
al-heritage package with surround-
ing communities. John Meroski,
president and CEQ of the Fayetteville
Area Comvention & Visitors Bureau,
reports that efforts are under way on
bath fronts, “Part of this plan was to
develop a community brand name,
which is now known as “history,
heroes and a hometown feeling, ™ To
B sh el s oo s Visors
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Quite An Impact

You don't have o be one of the big boys to contend for the
heavyweight itle. We prove that year sher vear by peppering the
vanous best haspitals ranking Bsts with winning combinations.

What does i ke to compete at that level? Lots of heart,
excellent conddioning and a strong body (a k.. cutstanding
cardiology, vascular snd octhopaedics programs) are needad just
to chimb into the rng

Butt owr knockout punch? It's the team of world-champion
health care professionals we have in our comer, They're ahways
ready 10 iake on all comens

FirstHealth

OF THE CAROLINASG

i el ot v et Firstieath of the Caolran, inchaiing FrmrCanleadan, cor managsd
care covigany, call P800, 2103004 o vinf our webmie af nevw irathnalh org




SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Business leaders across the region
say the high quality of health care
in the Sandhills inspires tourists

to become permanent residents.

Students and taculty at 51
Andrews play vital roles in the
community, providing local lead-
ership and adding significantly
toe the cultural life of the area.

We are an emplover for com-
munity businesses and bring stu-
dent dollars that suppodd the com-
munity. Institutions of higher leam-
ing ane often a plus whon recruiters
are trying o attract industry,” says
Robert Hopkins, the college’s

the presence of St. Andrews, The
history of the Scots in Morh Carolina
is central o the college’s heritage as
wedl as the Sandhills’. The early set-
thement of Scotland County and
surrounding counties was by High-
land Scots who migrated up the
Cape Fear River in the 168th century.
They established educational institu-
tions that were absorbed over the
wears info 5. Andrews, Extenshons of
this influence are still felt today,

The Course That Jack Built

My il oob M TR pvipen .

It's gecrous Titcway 11 149 Bermmsda inirwsys crosscue oo 1 130167 Iv's benit grass

grecis that putt fast and mee. And mo oot of bownds

It calling for a 9 a.m. vee thme and pecrimg (v To's daaly pim shiccts, just

like on poner, Amd in's Camling Bloe skies
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#f' "2, Ir's Matbonal Goll Club. Massibly the finest nutural test of ol
Y, lack Micklaus ever desipncd. Beautibul. Subtle. Provoking. And

feved P

Natimnal Goll Chilp
Ome Hoyal Teson Drive
Pinehursd, NC FE3TH
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REGIDNAL FOCUS

dean and vice president for aca-
demic afiairs,

Busiress leaders say the high
guality of health care in the Sand-
hills inspires Iourists o become
permanent residents. FirstHiealth
of the Carolinas is a netwaork of
three hospitals, clinics and phvsi
cian offices, Moone Regional
Hospital in Pineshurst is part of
FirstHealth and rec ently completed
a 558.7 million expansicn that
included a patient bower with all
PoIvale rooimes, a |._|.J|I:r]Jl'1_ﬂ||I|_'|'|:.|'..ﬂ'_'
community-hosplial cancer center
and an enlarged ememency room.

FirstHealth has participated in
clinical trials in cardiology, oncology
and thoracic specialties, and Moore
Regional is participafing in a nation-
al studly 1o find ways 1o lower thee risk
of ovarian cancer and to detect it
earlier, It also is in the forefront of
infection-contral studies, The hospi-
tal was selected by Colorado-based
Health Grades Inc., a hospital rating
service, as among the state top 10
o s treatiment of heart, vasoular
and orthopedics patients and in
overall clinical excellence. “The
aging papulation, access to excellent
plwsicians and dermand for the Laest
technology has spurred the growth
of hoalth care in this area,” says
Charles T. Frock, president and CEOQ
of FirstHealth of the Carolinas, “We
are secing a growing number of
families and voung people choosing
o live here, as well a5 commites
from Fort Bragg, Raleigh and Fayette-
vilke, We are committed to continu-
ing o provide the care thal patients
require while continuing our charge
to provide new technology, excellent
care and a safe environment for
patients and employess.”

Trow-based First Bancorp, the
holding company for First Bank,
draws on such community benediis
as the presence of goli, tourksm and
horses (o keep itself fiscally well,
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according (o Johnny Burns, execu
i Wi F_lrdl-g.n:.‘rl,-u'. of First Bank, "The
|:-\.|||F-.|||.!:I |r'\-|_i|_|:.||-,' i_t. |;_|:|||||_u_-{:lll.-|_' i||
the Sandhills region becawse of the
quality of life, beauty of the area,
health-care facilitees and cultural
activities. There is a saying that goes,

You pet the sand in vour shoes and
can't get it out’ That feeling is alive
and well in the Sandhills.” First Bank
has 10 offices in Moose County and
is the sixth-larpest North Caroling-
hased bank

Also praising the economit
impact of education on Sandhills
indusiry is Ed Swartz, chief execu-
tive of Sanford-based Static Control
Components, which makes parnts
that albow recycling of printer car-
tridges. “When young people grad-
uate from high school, very few
have: the understanding of how
commercial business operates. Cur
experience with graduates from
Contral Carolina Community Col-
lege is that they are mature and
have a perception of what the busi-
ness is trying to accomplish, The
students havie bien real assets and
bring value to our business, They
are instan! contributors o the suc-
cess of our company.”

CCCC, the eighth-largest com-
munity college in North Carolina,
serves Harnetl, Lee and Chatham
counties, which border Moore
County. Based in Sanford, the col-
lege has developed curricula
around jobs that Static Control has
created, “We do not see any
impediments 1o growth and plan
to acd mew operations in the mesxt
five years,” Swarlz says.

It doesnt matter wheether your
interest in coming to the Sandhills
is o enjoy the scenic resons of 1o
discover the rich Scottish heritage.
“The Home of American Galf®
exerts its pull on everyone,

Lynne Brandon is a free-lance
writer based in Greensboro,
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The Place to play, stay or live!

Talamore Golt Besort has ir all. A Ak wHw ol [ivest rated
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2 Dav/2 Night Summer Packages starting at
*146 PER PERSON

Call 1-B00-552-6292 or visit our

web site at Elli!.l'l‘l-!'lI'L".l..'{‘.l'l'l'l for more info

? Staric ControL CoMPONENTS, INC

World leader in components for toner cartridges,
electrostaric protective products, and instrumentation

for the electrical service industries

2003
MNCEITA Large Company of the Year
Imtangle Fast 50 Award

2002
NCEITA Electronics Company al the Year
Humbked 2isi in Basiness NC "|.|.||_;.|.III||_' |||F| 10k

Building technology partnerships!

JI0V0 lee Avanus = Sonlerd, Mosih Coraling - B0 354 2728 ar 919774, 3808

WY LTI DO




